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April 2025 

Serving members of the Washington Society of Professional Engineers 

From the President 
By Barbara Philipp, PhD, PE 
 
Dear WSPE members, 

Welcome to the First Quarter Newsletter for 2025, and Thank You for your continued support and 
contributions to WSPE.  Looking back, a great deal happened during 2024.  My thanks go to all volunteers 
who contributed in so many different ways. Your dedication and efforts fuel our mission and drive meaningful 
change.  With optimism for the future and gratitude for your support, we look forward to achieving even 
greater milestones together in the future.  

The national Organization (NSPE) has experienced a slight decline in overall membership in FY2025 
compared to the previous year. The total membership decreased from 21,548 in FY2024 to 20,998 in 
FY2025.  However, the organization has welcomed 298 new members thus far in FY2025.  If you are a 
new Member to WSPE and NSPE – Welcome, we are glad to have you join. 

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to working with each of you in the year 
ahead. 

Want to make an impact in the WSPE?  Become ACTIVE.  Become an officer!  
 
The WSPE nominating committee invites nominations for the following positions for the 2026-2027 term:  
 

 WSPE President-Elect 
 WSPE Treasurer 

 
You can make a difference! 

Remember that the NCEES CPC Standard requires licensees to acquire 15 PDHs in each calendar year, of 
which at least one must be earned in an area that focuses on professional engineering or surveying ethics 
or improving a licensee's methods of business practice or operations.  If you have multiple licenses they 
provide CPC Tracking | NCEES . 
 

https://ncees.org/ncees-services/cpc-tracking/#:~:text=The%20NCEES%20CPC%20Standard%20requires%20licensees%20to%20acquire%2015%20PDHs,of%20business%20practice%20or%20operations.
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Support Washington Engineering Students 

The WSPE Education Foundation provides scholarships to students enrolled in Washington 
Community Colleges who transfer to ABET-accredited baccalaureate engineering programs 
offered by universities and colleges in Washington State.  

As WSPE members develop their estate plans, the Foundation provides an opportunity for 
investing in the education of future engineers for the state.  

Legacy gifts to the Foundation will be invested in its Scholarship Endowment that is used 
to earn income for scholarship use. Past WSPE members have chosen to include the 
Foundation in their wills.  

If you are interested in considering making a legacy gift in your estate plan and have 
questions, please contact  

Steven M. Short, P.E., Foundation Treasurer,  
2311 Ferndale Avenue, Richland, WA, 99354-1926 
or by e-mail at sgshortss@gmail.com.  

The Foundation is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

WSPE Board of Trustees, Executive Committee 

President Barbara Philipp, PhD, P.E. 
President-Elect  Jon Mathison, PE 
Past President  Dimitri Siaterlis, PE 
VP West  Roger Hutchison, PE 
VP East  Jeffery Dagle, PE 
Treasurer OPEN 
HOD Representative Doug Hendrickson, PE, F.NSPE 
PEPP Representative Ken McGowan, PE, F.NSPE 
Secretary (non-voting) Beth Hodgson, PE, F.NSPE 

WSPE Chapter Presidents 

Lake Washington President Ken McGowan, PE, F.NSPE 
Lake Washington Delegate Thomas Smailus, PE 
Seattle President  Jon Mathison, PE 
Seattle Delegate  Ted Taylor, PE 
Mt. Rainier President Scot Bartkoske, PE 
Mt. Rainier Delegate OPEN 
Spokane President OPEN 
Spokane Delegate Beth Hodgson, PE, F.NSPE 
Tri-Cities President Doug Hendrickson, PE, F.NSPE 
Education Foundation John Schaufelberger, PE 

WSPE News is edited by B. Philipp with input from Board of Trustees members.  Opinions expressed by the 
authors herein are not necessarily those of the Society.  Submissions from all WSPE members are welcome.  
Please send articles of 250 - 500 words to bphilipp35@gmail.com.  Articles may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
and conciseness. 
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Legislative Update 
By Ken McGowan, PE, F.NSPE   

AELC Bill Status & Upcoming Events Report 
 
Upcoming Events 
 

Housing (House) - HHR C and Virtual JLOB - 1/13 @ 1:30pm 

• HB 1217 - Public Hearing - Improving housing stability for tenants subject to the residential landlord-tenant act 
and the manufactured/mobile home landlord-tenant act by limiting rent and fee increases, requiring notice of rent 
and fee increases, limiting fees and deposits, establishing a landlord resource center and associated services, 
authorizing tenant lease termination, creating parity between lease types, and providing for attorney general 
enforcement. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Appropriations (House) - HHR A and Virtual JLOB - 1/13 @ 4:00pm 

• HB 1198 - Public Hearing - Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations. (Remote Testimony 
Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

• HB 1197 - Public Hearing - Making 2023-2025 fiscal biennium second supplemental operating appropriations. 
(Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Ways & Means (Senate) - SHR 4 and Virtual JACB - 1/13 @ 4:00pm 

• SB 5195 - Public Hearing - Concerning the capital budget. (If measure is referred to committee.) 

• SB 5194 - Public Hearing - Concerning state general obligation bonds and related accounts. (Remote Testimony 
Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Transportation (Senate) - SHR 1 and Virtual J.A. Cherberg - 1/14 @ 4:00pm 

• SB 5161 - Public Hearing - Making transportation appropriations for the 2025-2027 fiscal biennium. (Remote 
Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Ways & Means (Senate) - SHR 4 and Virtual JACB - 1/14 @ 4:00pm 

• SB 5166 - Public Hearing - Making 2023-2025 fiscal biennium second supplemental operating appropriations. 
(If measure is referred to committee.) 

• SB 5167 - Public Hearing - Making 2025-2027 fiscal biennium operating appropriations. (If measure is referred 
to committee.) 
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Legislative Update (continued) 

 

Labor & Workplace Standards (House) - HHR D and Virtual JLOB - 1/15 @ 8:00am 

• HB 1155 - Public Hearing - Prohibiting noncompetition agreements and clarifying nonsolicitation agreements. 
(Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Transportation (House) - HHR B and Virtual JLOB - 1/15 @ 4:00pm 

• HB 1226 - Public Hearing - Making supplemental transportation appropriations for the 2023-2025 fiscal 
biennium. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

• HB 1227 - Public Hearing - Making transportation appropriations for the 2025-2027 fiscal biennium. (Remote 
Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Housing (House) - HHR C and Virtual JLOB - 1/16 @ 8:00am 

• HB 1160 - Public Hearing - Concerning local government design review. (Remote Testimony Available). (If 
measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Capital Budget (House) - HHR B and Virtual JLOB - 1/16 @ 1:30pm 

• HB 1216 - Public Hearing - Concerning the capital budget. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is 
referred to committee.) 

• HB 1202 - Public Hearing - Concerning state general obligation bonds and related accounts. (Remote 
Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

Local Government (House) - HHR E and Virtual JLOB - 1/17 @ 10:30am 

• HB 1015 - Public Hearing - Concerning energy labeling of residential buildings. (Remote Testimony 
Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 

 

State Government & Elections (Senate) - SHR 2 and Virtual J.A. Cherberg - 1/17 @ 10:30am 

• SB 5176 - Public Hearing - Implementing prompt pay recommendations from the capital projects advisory 
review board. (Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) (Support) 

 

Technology, Economic Development, & Veterans (House) - HHR C and Virtual JLOB - 1/17 @ 10:30am 

• HB 1168 - Public Hearing - Increasing transparency in artificial intelligence. (Remote Testimony Available). 
(If measure is referred to committee.) 

• HB 1170 - Public Hearing - Informing users when content is developed or modified by artificial intelligence. 
(Remote Testimony Available). (If measure is referred to committee.) 
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Mathcounts Update 

By Doug Hendrickson, PE, F.NSPE, Washington State Mathcounts Coordinator 

WSPE is moving forward with Chapter competitions throughout Washington in February.  The State 
competition was held March 22nd at the 7th St Amazon facility in Seattle which has hosted us the last 
couple of years.  Operations is seeking coordinators to step forward, especially for the Mt. Rainier area 
as Alan Werner is retiring from that support this year. 
 
The advancing students to the National Competition on May 13-15 in Washington D.C. are: 
 

Individual 
Rank 

Student First 
Name 

Student Last 
Name School Name 

1 Vivaan Mukherjee Odle Middle School 
2 Alexander Yang Odle Middle School 

3 Saamik Agrawal 
Evergreen Middle 

School 
4 William Xin Tyee Middle School 

 
With the Coach from Odle Middle School, Wei Cui, acting as Washington Team Coach. 

 

Figure 1:  Vivaan Mukherjee - 2025 WA MATHCOUNTS Champion 

          

                                                                              Figure 2:  Washington MC Countdown Round Participants 

 

 



 

 Page 6 

Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land 
Surveyors (BRPELS) Update 

By Doug Hendrickson, PE, F.NSPE, BRPELS Board Member 

The Board has been active with proposed law change to RCW 18.43 being read and receiving 
testimony regarding update and streamlining and increase of ProTem Board appointments from 2 to 
3, consistent with RCW 18.235 generally for all such boards), with allowance of the ProTem to meet 
conditions of licensure as a On-Site Designer rather than only PE or PLS . As of late March, these 
RCW changes did not make it out of committee and are delayed until next year. 
 
Budget actions in the legislature have proposals of significant fund sweep from BRPELS accounts 
into the general fund. 
 
The Board is moving toward decoupling of experience from education in approval of examination, 
but this would be additional change to RCW 18.43 requiring Legislative sponsorship and could not be 
effected until at least next year due to such statue change cycles.  The next Special Board Meeting of 
BRPELS will be in the Tri-Cities, particularly welcoming the newest Board Member, Matt 
Rasmussen, P.E., PLS, of Franklin County.  Board members are active in NCEES committee work 
including procedures, policies, and exam writing. 
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News and Events

 The Washington Society of Professional Engineers (WSPE) Educational
Foundation offers $3,000 scholarships to students enrolled in Washington
Community Colleges who transfer to ABET-accredited baccalaureate engineering
programs offered by universities and colleges in Washington State.

Students may apply for scholarships before being admitted to a baccalaureate
program, but scholarship funds will not be disbursed until the student accepts an
offer of admission. Community college students interested in applying for one of
these scholarships should complete the attached application form and submit it to
the Educational Foundation.

The deadline for submitting an application is May 1.

The applications will be evaluated by the Foundation and those selected to
receive a scholarship will be notified by June 15

Scholarship funds will be transmitted to the financial aid office of the university
or college where the selected recipient has been admitted. The transmittal letter
will indicate that the funds are to be placed in the student’s institutional account
for use in meeting educational costs.

Links 1. NSPE Board of Directors Update, March 2025 (link).

2. NSPE Daily Designs (Business News for PEs) (link)

https://www.multibriefs.com/briefs/nspe/
https://www.nspe.org/system/files/resources/pdfs/LeadershipToolbox/NSPE-ED-Report-March-12-25.pdf?check_logged_in=1



